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- FEEZE AR Call the HA Hotline: 2712 2712
c MAKBBEERAABRERDERR
Call Public Housing Resources Management
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Background

The Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) has endorsed revisions to the “Well-off Tenants
Policies (WTP)” in order to ensure that efforts can be focused towards allocating public
rental housing (PRH) resources to those with more pressing housing needs. The revised

“Well-off Tenants Policies” have been in place since the declaration cycle in October 2017.

HA endorsed the enhanced WTP on 24 May 2023, which has been implemented since
the declaration cycle in October 2023.

Basic Principles

>

PRH households whose family income exceeds 5 times the PRH income limits
(PRHILs) or whose total household net asset value exceeds 100 times the PRHILs
should vacate their PRH flats.

PRH households who have domestic property ownership in Hong Kong should
vacate their PRH flats, irrespective of their levels of income or assets.

For households who do not have domestic property ownership in Hong Kong and
whose household income and net asset value do not exceed the prescribed levels
of income and net asset value, they may continue to live in their flats; if their
household income exceeds 2 times and not more than 3 times the PRHILs, they will
be required to pay 1.5 times net rent plus rates; if their household income exceeds
3 times and not more than 5 times the PRHILs, they will be required to pay double
net rent plus rates.

Households Exempted from the “Well-off Tenants Policies”
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All members aged 60 or above;
All members receiving Comprehensive Social Security Assistance;

All members eligible for/ receiving Disability Allowance from the Social W’
Department;

All members in different combinations of (a), (b) and / or (c) above; e

On shared tenancies.
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Declaration Arrangements

»  Households who have been living in PRH for 10 years are required to make a
declaration biennially. In addition, households who are granted a new tenancy under
the Policy on Grant of New Tenancy and households with their applications under the
Tenancy Management Policies for PRH approved are also required to make a
declaration biennially, irrespective of their length of residence.

> Households will first declare whether they have domestic property ownership in Hong
Kong and their total household net asset value exceeds 100 times the PRHILs (No
supporting documents are required at this stage). If the households declare to have
domestic property ownership in Hong Kong / their total household net asset value
exceeds 100 times the PRHILs, they are not required to declare any further details.

> Households who do not have domestic property ownership in Hong Kong and their
total household net asset value does not exceed 100 times the PRHILs, they are
required to fill in family income details (No supporting documents are required at this
stage).

> Households who refuse to declare whether they have domestic property ownership in
Hong Kong / declare whether or not their asset level exceed 100 times the PRHILs
and / or fill in the details about their family income will need to vacate their PRH flats.

Definition of Domestic Property Ownership in Hong Kong

The tenant / licensee and / or his / her household member(s):

» owned or co-owned any domestic property in Hong Kong or any interest in such kind
of property; or

P> entered into any agreement (including preliminary agreement) to purchase any
domestic property in Hong Kong; or

» owned more than 50% of the shares in a company which directly or through a
subsidiary company owned any domestic property in Hong Kong; or

» been a beneficiary of the estate of any deceased person which includes any domestic
property or land in Hong Kong.

Domestic properties include any domestic property, uncompleted private
domestic property, rooftop structures approved by the Buildings Department,
domestic building lots and small house grants approved by the Lands Department
in Hong Kong.

Income to be Declared

» Employment income (pre-tax) (including income » Income from lands /
from household members working overseas) landed properties, etc.
» Allowances from employers » Income from
> Self-employment income and business income commercial vehicles
» Income from the average monthly interest, bonus > Pension
and dividends, etc. from fixed deposits, insurance » Any other income

and investments

Assets Covered in the Calculation of Total Asset Value

» Deposits, cash and loans to others » Landed properties (such as

» Investments commercial and industrial
properties, carparking

spaces, etc.)

» Business undertakings

» Vehicles

» Taxi / Public Light Bus Licences > Lands
(including vehicles)

Deductible Items in the Calculation of Total Asset Value

(The values of these items will continue to be deductible in full in subsequent

declaration cycles)

> Compensation for loss of earning power due to injuries sustained at work or in
traffic and other accidents;

P> Lump-sum retirement benefits received under mandatory provident fund schemes,
occupational retirement schemes and civil service pension scheme; and

» Lump-sum insurance claims, statutory / non-statutory compensations and special
financial assistance received due to death of household members in the tenancy
and claims under critical illness insurance policies received by household
members in the tenancy.

False Declaration

P Liable on conviction to imprisonment and a fine;

» The household shall pay HA the rent / licence fee and rates derived from the
accurate information, and the amount of rent / licence fee undercharged because
of the inaccurate information declared; and

> HA may terminate the tenancy agreement of the PRH flat concerned.

The enhanced measures of WTP

HA endorsed the enhanced WTP on 24 May 2023. Starting from October 2023, PRH
tenants are required to declare to HD every two years on domestic property ownership
in Hong Kong since admission to PRH, if acquired a domestic property in Hong Kong
they must notify HD proactively, and the maximum period of Fixed-Term Licence will
be shortened. The details are as follows —

Making declaration on domestic property ownership in
Hong Kong

PRH tenants are required to make declaration to HD every two years whether the
principal tenants and all members of the household own any domestic property in
Hong Kong since admission to PRH. If tenants refuse to make declarations, their PRH
tenancies will be terminated'. Tenants have to undertake to declare to HD within one
month after having acquired a domestic property in Hong Kong (within one month of
entering into any agreement, including provisional agreements). All household
members aged 18 or above listed on the declaration form must sign the form to
indicate their knowledge of, consent to and compliance with the terms and conditions
of the declaration form. The tenants must also authorise HA to check their information
with relevant government bureaux/departments and public/private organisations; and
are liable to criminal prosecution if they provide false information.

Shortening the maximum term of Fixed-Term Licence

Households who are required to vacate their PRH flats, but have temporary housing
need may apply for a fixed-term licence to stay in the concerned PRH flat for a
maximum of 4 months. Whether during the four-month licence period or upon the
expiry of the licence period, HD will not reassess the tenants’ eligibility and the family
must move out.

1 This declaration will not be applicable to households currently exempted from WTP (i.e. the
exempted households listed in this leaflet)
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